
Use of EXPO-NET's netting at the Mary Rose Trust 

The Mary Rose was Henry VIII’s flagship, which sank after 35 years of service as she sailed out of 

Portsmouth Harbour to engage with the French.  In early 2013 the Mary Rose Trust will open a new 

purpose built £35 million museum, which for the first time will display the hull alongside thousands 

of objects found onboard the ship.  The conservation of these objects has been in progress for the 

past thirty years.  

As conservators we always look for stable and long-lasting materials to use in the treatment of our 

objects.  Netting fulfils both of these requirements and as a result it has served many purposes in the 

treatment of Mary Rose objects over the years.  We mainly use the netting to keep objects with 

multiple parts or objects that are broken in some way together during the treatment process.  In 

order to conserve waterlogged wood for example it must be placed in an aqueous solution 

containing the preservative.  First, objects are wrapped in netting and then placed in the liquid. This 

ensures that the pieces do not float away from each other and also keeps the identification tag with 

the object.  In the conservation of a galley log, the netting serves the purpose of retaining the bark 

with the object during the freeze-drying process. During drying the wood shrinks more than the bark 

and so the bark can become loose and break up. By using this netting we make sure to retain the 

bark with the log that it came from and so are able to repair the log afterwards.  

 

Galley logs wrapped in netting after freeze-drying. The white powder is the dried preservative used to stabilise 

the objects. 

 

Recently we have found a use for netting as an actual conservation material.  The rope belonging to 

the Mary Rose anchors has fraying ends that need to be contained in such a way that they will not 

be damaged when they are on display in the museum.  By using black netting we have created a way 

to encase the ends of the ropes to stop further fraying.  An advantage of this material is it cannot be 

seen by the public outside the display case and it is stable and so will not damage the object in any 

way.  

 



 

Black netting on the end of one of the pieces of anchor rope. The orange netting is holding the identification 

tag for the object. 

Perhaps the most important reason for our choice of netting in our conservation treatments is its 

durability and resistance to chemicals. We have also found that we can treat objects in harsh 

chemicals and extremes of pH without the netting degrading.       

            

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Wooden barrel hoops being prepared for immersion. 

Helen Butler. Conservator, Mary Rose Trust. 


